Grounded in Creed	
Part 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The word "catholic" in the Apostles' Creed refers not to the Roman Catholic Church, but to the “universal,” global church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.”
John 17:20-21 (NLT)

What does it mean to say, “I believe?”

1. Belief is __________________________________________.

And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.
Genesis 15:6 (NLT)

2. Belief is ______________________________________.

The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”
Mark 9:24 (NLT)

3. Belief is ____________________________________________.

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.
1 John 1:1-4 (NLT)
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